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March 15, 2021 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE:   

Adherence to In-Person or Remote Designation 

 
All students are assigned to one of two designations, either in-person M, T, Th 
and F or fully remote. Please understand that these designations must not be 
changed simply for the sake of convenience. Sudden changes to a child’s 
designation often results in a student not having the necessary materials needed 
to participate in classroom lessons. Keeping a child at home because they are 
not feeling well and having them work remotely is an appropriate reason to 
switch a designation in the short term, abruptly switching a child to remote as a 
matter of convenience cannot be accommodated. 
 

Bookfair 

 
A modified version of our annual Spring book fair will be held the week of March 
22-26.  The modified version of the fair will consist of Scholastic bookcases being 
placed in an open area of the building. Students will be walked to the fair in small 
groups. Prior to and after visiting the fair, student groups will be required to wash 
or sanitize their hands. Students wishing to order a book from the fair will be 
provided with an order form. Order forms may be returned to a child’s classroom 
teacher the following day. Book orders will be processed in the evenings and left 
in classrooms for students to take home. 
  

 

Celebration in Mrs. Babiec’s Class 
 
On Friday, February 12, students in Mrs. Babiec’s class learned about Chinese 
New Year. As a culminating activity, the class held a mini-parade throughout the 
school. (See pics on next page.) 
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2:45 Dismissal Beginning March 29 

Both T.I.S. and Birch Grove will begin dismissing students at 2:45 on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays beginning March 30. After school pickups will be held 
from 2:45 - 3:10 in the rear of the building. On Wednesdays, students will be dismissed 
at 12:45. After school pickups will be held from 12:45 - 1:10 in the rear of the building.   
 

Please click here to view Dr. Willett’s message regarding the move to a five day in 
person model.  
 

Chromebooks  
Students will need to bring district issued Chromebooks back and forth to school each 
day. The reasoning behind this decision is that teachers may be assigning tasks that 
require the use of a district issued device from home. Personally owned devices may 
soon become obsolete for district use, as the IT department will not be able to 
continually push out apps and updates to devices that are not part of the district domain. 
In addition, at this point the schools do not have mass charging capabilities for 
devices.   
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1el0pKgx2pvKlAAxK-Libw1WALKTp82aC/view


SBAC Testing  
Tolland Intermediate School will be administering the SBAC test to students the week of 
April 25. Students will be taking the test on their newly issued Chromebooks. More 
information regarding the SBAC will be sent out later this month.     
 

Fifth Grade Esteem Day 

On Monday, April 5th, T.I.S. fifth grade students will have the unique opportunity to 
spend the morning with a group of Esteem trained students from Canton High School. 
These high school students are trained counselors who work with younger children as 
part of a program known as Esteem.    

  
Some of the topics covered in the Esteem program are:    

  Self-esteem   

  Awareness of drug and alcohol-related issues  

  Empathy   

  Peer pressure  

  Developing coping skills  
  
The Canton High students and advisers will work remotely along with our students and 
teachers discussing topics listed above. Thanks to the Esteem coordinators from 
Canton High School, Mrs. Racco and Miss Yaglowski for adapting the traditional 
Esteem Program in order for our students to experience it this year amidst COVID-19 
restrictions.  
  

 

 

  



 

T.I.S. CALENDAR 
 

 
 
 

March    
1 Acceptance Month Begins 

       4-5 Early Dismissal Both Days:  Parent-Teacher Conferences 
        12 Pi Day   
        17  Hawk Nests, 11:15 MOVED TO MARCH 24TH 
        17 Coffee with the Principal (see flyer) 
    22-26 Spring Book Fair Sponsored by the PTO 
 24 Hawk Nests, 11:15 
 26 Wear Your Class Colors Day (3rd=green, 4th=red, 5th=blue) 
 26 SUPERHERO DAY  (more info to follow) 
 
 

 

 

  



WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CLASSROOMS 

GRADE 3 

    First, we would like to reach out and thank you for all of your support 
during the changes this year.  We have made it through hybrid, 
transitioning to 4 day in person, then we went remote for a brief time, and 
now we are moving towards 5 day in-person.  These are a lot of changes 
and everyone is doing a wonderful job with all the transitions.  Especially 
the students!  They are such troopers and are doing just what they should 
be doing.  Wearing a mask, remaining socially distant, washing hands, and 
following new school protocols are not easy and our TIS Hawks are doing 
amazing.  Thank you for all your support at home!   
    In addition to all of these new routines, they are plugging right along in 
our third-grade curriculum.  In Fundations most classes are working on Unit 
8, which focuses on the -le syllable type, adding suffixes, and many sound 
alike words.  In our Journeys Reading Program students are reading non-
fiction texts about finding fossils, trees, and then we will read a play called 
Two Bear Cubs.  We are focusing on text features, story structure and 
making inferences.  Our grammar focuses are the verb “Be” and comparing 
nouns. Please continue to read each night with your child, you can read 
together, or they can read independently.   
    Our third-grade teachers have been teaching about multiplication, 
fractions, rounding, and many other skills in our various math 
programs.  The best way to support learning is to have students practice 
their math facts at home.  You can have them work on Reflex or play math 
games such as reject, war, circles and stars, and any other fun activity that 
reinforces math facts.  Flash cards or just practicing in the car on the way 
to sports, events or even Big Y can make a big difference.   
    In science we are working on a unit called “Odd Motion”.  We are 
learning about forces, gravity, magnetism, and other skills in 
physics.  Students have done experiments involving moving matchbox 
cars, and some classes have even made magnetic slime.  Third graders 
are very excited about these hands-on activities.  We’ll be moving on to a 
unit on fossils and then transitioning back to social studies this spring.   

Again, thank you for all that you are doing at home to support in-
person learners and remote learners.  We are excited about the change to 
5 day in-person learning at the end of March.  We just can’t wait to have 
students in for a full- week.   
 



     
GRADE 4 

Fourth grade students are working with decimals and fractions.  We are 
engaging in various activities to help students visualize these 
concepts.  During math learning lab students are expanding their math 
skills in other areas, such as graphs, charts, and measurement, and also 
reinforcing skills that have already been covered..  
 
In Language Arts, we started Unit 3, “Inside Nature”, which focuses on non-
fiction selections about understanding what’s happening in the natural 
world around us.  This unit aligns nicely with the social studies unit about 
the Northeast Region of the country, and also the next science unit about 
biomimicry.  Non-fiction writing skills, such as research, planning, and 
drafting an expository piece of writing, are being integrated with the social 
studies and science units to provide students with practical application of 
their writing skills. 
 
Our students continue to enthusiastically embrace learning though the 
uncertain environment of a pandemic.  We are so proud of them. 
 

GRADE 5 

Fifth graders have been challenged to collectively read 150 books for the 
month of March. Students have read almost 50 books already! Please 
encourage your child to read at home.  
 
Fifth grade scientists are wrapping up their Astronomy unit and will soon 
begin their Biology unit.  This unit focuses on abiotic and biotic factors that 
help ecosystems to thrive.  The main organism students are focused on are 
the Golden Jellyfish of Lake Palau.   
 
In math, students are beginning their new unit which focuses first on 
multiplication of decimals by whole numbers, and then division of decimals 
by whole numbers. These computations are investigated using concrete 
models, calculators, and drawings, and arise from a variety of problem 
situations. The unit emphasizes estimation and understanding of place 
value in order to determine placement of the decimal point. A special focus 
is multiplication and division by powers of 10.  
 



In ELA, students finished reading “The Phantom Tollbooth,” by Norton 
Juster last week. This entertaining book used literal and figurative language 
for a play on words. To culminate the unit, students enjoyed watching the 
movie with the entire grade logged into one google classroom. 
 
To reinforce figurative language, students are reading “Loser,” by Jerry 
Spinelli. Students are working in small groups reading, discussing and 
answering comprehension questions with their book clubs. 
 
Social Studies students just finished their performance assessment 
presentations for Colonization and are starting Unit 3: The French and 
Indian War and American Revolution. 
 
Fifth grade teachers are excited to have a virtual Esteem Program this 
year. The program will take place in the classrooms on Monday, April 8th 
9:00 am to 10:50 am with class activities to follow. There will also be a 
recorded evening portion for parents to watch with your fifth grader at your 
convenience. More information is in the next few pages of this digital 
backpack. 
 

 

  



 

You Are Cordially Invited To: 

 

 

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL 

2020-2021 

T.I.S. Coffee with the Principal will be VIRTUAL this year.  

  September 23, 2020   February 18, 2021 (Thurs. mtg.)  

  October 21, 2020    March 17, 2021 

  November 18, 2020   April 14, 2021 

  No December meeting   May 19, 2021 (which is a 

  January 20, 2021       special Math meeting) 

(all meetings begin at 10:15 a.m.) 

Please RSVP  

to Pam Babey (pbabey@tolland.k12.ct.us) by the day 

before the meeting date you would like to attend.  You will 

then receive a link to the meeting. 
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NEW!!! 

PICTURE DAY AT T.I.S.!! 

APRIL 9, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE DETAILS IN  

FUTURE DIGITAL BACKPACKS  



 

NEW INFORMATION  

Join  
Mrs. Webster, K-12 Math Supervisor  

and 
the TIS and TMS Principals,  
Mr. Dineen and Mrs. Grande 

 

 to learn about math placement for incoming 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. 
 

Math Placement Parent 
Meeting 

TIS Coffee with the 
Principal  

TMS Breakfast with the 
Principal  

Date: Thursday April 29, 2021 
 

Time: 6:00-7:00pm 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/9240905772
4?pwd=MUxSTENOM0tTRm8

0V3MrQmt4bmo2UT09 
 

Meeting ID: 924 0905 7724 
Passcode: 3JfW4x 

Date: Wednesday May 19, 
2021 

 

Time: 10:00am - 11:00am 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/964285421
73?pwd=eEJDRDJrVFNKTk

VITmNEeWszblpNZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 964 2854 2173 
Passcode: 0vpDHN 

  

Date: Wednesday May 12, 
2021 

 

Time: 9:00am - 10:00am 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/9675100605
5?pwd=UGVxZ1RtM25DTzRz

RXFGZkJVTUpMdz09 
 

Meeting ID: 967 5100 6055 
Passcode: 1rNz0D 

  

 

You can find more detailed information on our Tolland Public Schools Middle School Math 

Placement website. It can be accessed directly with this link: 

http://tps.sharpschool.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=891651&pageId=47149004 or by following 

the pathway on the Tolland Public Schools website: Departments, Curriculum, and Mathematics 

 

 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/92409057724?pwd=MUxSTENOM0tTRm80V3MrQmt4bmo2UT09
https://zoom.us/j/92409057724?pwd=MUxSTENOM0tTRm80V3MrQmt4bmo2UT09
https://zoom.us/j/92409057724?pwd=MUxSTENOM0tTRm80V3MrQmt4bmo2UT09
https://zoom.us/j/96428542173?pwd=eEJDRDJrVFNKTkVITmNEeWszblpNZz09
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https://zoom.us/j/96751006055?pwd=UGVxZ1RtM25DTzRzRXFGZkJVTUpMdz09
https://zoom.us/j/96751006055?pwd=UGVxZ1RtM25DTzRzRXFGZkJVTUpMdz09
https://zoom.us/j/96751006055?pwd=UGVxZ1RtM25DTzRzRXFGZkJVTUpMdz09
http://tps.sharpschool.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=891651&pageId=47149004


 

 

 

  

TIS is having a Scholastic Book  

Fair! 

 

It may look much different than past book fairs, but the students who are in school 

will have a chance to browse some books and add them to a wish list/order form 

that they will take home. There will be instructions on that form on how to order 

the books. The book fair will take place for in-school students only the week of 

03/22 - 3/26. It will not be open to the public or parents. Please ask your child 

about our book fair and keep an eye out for the order forms!  
 

We will also have our online store up and running especially for the full-time 

remote students. Orders are delivered right to your doorstep and you can take 

advantage of FREE shipping on book-only purchases over $25. Head over to our 

website at  
 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/tollandintermediateschool 

 

New to Spring!! 
 Teacher Wishlist e-Wallet  

Follow the link below to add funds to the e-Wallet so that your 

child’s teacher can get books for his or her classroom. 
  

  

https://shop.scholastic.com/ewallet/fund?lang=en_US&walletId

=2259406  

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/tollandintermediateschool
https://shop.scholastic.com/ewallet/fund?lang=en_US&walletId=2259406
https://shop.scholastic.com/ewallet/fund?lang=en_US&walletId=2259406


 
  



 



 
 



 



  



 



CALENDAR FOR 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR (can also 
be found on school websites) 

 



 



 

  



TIS SPIRIT DAYS! 

 
November 20

TH 

 HAT DAY 

 
 

 

December 22
nd
  Crazy/Silly 

Sweater Day 

 
 

January 29
th
   Sports Team 

Day 

 

 
March 12

th
 PI Day 

 

 

 

April 30
th
   College Spirit Day 

 
 

May 21
st
 Patriotic Day 

 

 
 

June 11
th
  Wacky Tacky Day 
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News from the Cafeteria 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 
 

BGP & TIS serves breakfast every day that lunch is served at school? 
 

 Both Breakfast & Lunch are Free to All students at this time? 
 

You can order both meals on all remote learning days? 
 

 
 

MAKE MORNINGS EASY! 
 

Please see the Free School Meal Flyer for more information. 
  

 If you ever have a question regarding meals in Tolland Schools, please contact, Abby 
Kassman-Harned, Food Service Director at 860-870-6854 or aharned@tolland.k12.ct.us 
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Tolland Intermediate School 

Photo Release Form 

2020-2021 

Please do not release any photos of my child in the 

following media 

(check all that apply): 

 

_____ Yearbook 

 

_____ Outside Media Sources 

 

_____Tolland Public Schools Superintendent’s Bulletin/T.I.S. Digital Backpack 

 

 _____ Tolland Intermediate School Website 

 

***This form does not need to be returned if photos 

can be used in all of the above media areas. 

Name________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________ 

Teacher______________________________________ 

 

 



 

The End   

  

 

 


